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“In Christ, our life is
a mission! We are
mission, because we
are God’s love poured
out, God’s holiness
created in his own
image. Mission, then,
is our own growth in
holiness and that of
the whole world,
beginning with
creation.”

Cuba: the Rosary is
reviving faith, across
the generations.

Pope Francis

Pope Francis has proclaimed October 2019
as an Extraordinary Missionary Month, to
mark the hundredth anniversary of Pope
Benedict XV’s apostolic exhortation on mission, Maximum illud. The aim of the month
is to raise more awareness about mission. In
Pope Francis’s letter on Maximum illud, he
writes: “Today missionary activity still represents the greatest challenge
for the Church and the missionary task must remain foremost…Throughout the world,
let us be ‘permanently in a state
of mission.’…May the Extraordinary Missionary Month prove an
intense and fruitful occasion of grace, and
promote initiatives and above all prayer, the
soul of all missionary activity.”
Being in a state of “permanent mission” can
only be achieved by being in a state of “permanent prayer.” We are taught this by the
“Little Flower” Saint Therese of Lisieux who,
although she never left her convent, was
nonetheless proclaimed by the Church as
Patroness of the Missions. “Yes, prayer and
sacrifice are my entire strength. They are the
invincible weapons that Jesus has given me.

Far more than words, they have the power
to touch souls,” she wrote. And together
with so many of the saints we can confidently say that no other prayer can better
lead us into a state of ever deeper, more
childlike abandonment to God and Our
Lady than the Rosary. It is the true weapon
of the saints. So it is surely no coincidence
that the missionary month of October is also
the month of the Holy Rosary.

full of joy and happiness. When we pray the
Rosary properly, it can become a simple
glance towards Mary and Jesus, a look that
grows in loving intensity as we pray. It is like
one of those simple refrains that well up
from the heart and which, as we repeat
them, soothe the soul like a song. Or would
you rather hear lofty theological reflections?
Such things are not suited to the poor, the
elderly, the humble and simple souls.”

“A ‘permanent state of
mission’ can only be achieved
through a ‘permanent state
of prayer.’”
The “smiling Pope,” as Pope John Paul I was
often called, related the following story:
“Sitting in the train, I watched a woman who
had placed her baby in the luggage net to
sleep. When the little child awoke, he looked
down from the net at his mummy, who was
sitting opposite, watching over him.
“Mummy,” he murmured. “Yes, my darling”
she replied. For a long time the conversation
continued to and fro like this: ‘Mummy!’ –
‘Yes, my darling!.’ No other words were necessary. So is the Rosary a boring prayer?
Well, that depends. It can also be a prayer

Dear friends, the goal of mission
is to bring the Kingdom of God
to every human heart. And this
Kingdom, as Jesus tells us, belongs to those who become like
little children (Cf. Lk. 18:16). May
the prayer of the Rosary, during this Missionary Month of October, inflame our
hearts with new confidence in God and with
a missionary love for all people.

My grateful blessing on you all.

Father Martin Maria Barta
Ecclesiastical Assistant
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Mission

Trusting in God
St Therese of Lisieux, Doctor of the
Church and Patroness of the Missions,
summed up her life’s mission in the following words: “My way is all about trust
and love. Trust with your whole heart! It
would be impossible for God not to respond, as he always measures out his gifts
according to our trust. Trust can accomplish miracles!”

eager to listen to him and to his priests. But for
the bishop and his priests to be able to visit the
small – but growing – coastal and riverside communities more easily and more often, he
needed a sturdy boat with an outboard motor.
His diocese extends around 450 km from north
to south; travelling by car would take him three
days and cost considerably more. We have provided $31,300 for the purchase of this boat.

The missionary work demands trust in God. In
the Parish of Saint Joseph the Worker, in El Alto
Diocese, Bolivia, trust in God has led the diocese to build a house where the Missionary
Community of Christ the Shepherd will live and
study. In a country suﬀering one of the most
acute vocations crises in all Latin America, the
community will be providing a ‘new way’ of
forming priests and seminarians for missionary
work. Men of diﬀerent ages will live together in
community, facilitating a mutual exchange of
ideas and, as you’d find in a family, a mutual
growth in understanding. Seminarians will
have a spiritual director who will support them
and advise them in all aspects of their lives, so
that they can grow, not just intellectually, but
also personally. With the help of this support
and the community’s family atmosphere, seminarians will develop a deeper sense of their vocation and become more settled and confident
in themselves. The community’s spirituality
also includes a commitment to poverty, in the
sense of freedom from material things; chastity,
as a source of vitality drawn from a deeper
sense of devotion to God; and obedience, as a
form of self renunciation helping them to better
serve Christ. Their daily routine will include
manual activities and work in the fields or gardens to help provide for the support of the community. Once training has finished, the
missionaries will also be sent out into other dioceses of Bolivia in the confident trust that God
is with them. We have promised $39,900 towards the cost.

Primary evangelization is also vital in central
India, particularly in the eparchy of Chanda.

Together with his priests, deacons and religious
Sisters, Bishop Ephrem Nariculam of the SyroMalabar Church reaches out to the community.
They visit families in their homes, give instruction to young and old alike, distribute Bibles,
prepare candidates for Baptism and the other
sacraments. They call it grassroots mission and
have worked out an action plan for the next
three years. The aim is to strengthen the
Catholic presence, so that people can live in
peace and trust in God’s love. We are supporting this program with $20,100.

•

Go out to all nations:
grassroots mission
in India.

In the young Diocese of Maintirano, Madagascar, Bishop Gustavo Bombin Espino found himself without any resources for missionary work.
But knowing that over half the population of
Madagascar still worships nature, he went to
work nonetheless. And his trust was rewarded:
God has sent new vocations, and the people are
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En cas de surplus, votre don ira à un projet similaire permettant de poursuivre le travail pastoral de l’AED.

erings
Mass Oﬀ

This is my Body
“Godhead here in hiding, whom I do adore…”

Jesus whom I look at, shrouded here below, I beseech thee, send
me what I long for so. Some day to gaze on thee, face to face in
This Eucharistic hymn by St Thomas Aquinas is among the most beautiful light, and be blest for ever with thy glory’s sight.
attempts in Christian literature to penetrate this great Mystery of our
Faith.

Seeing, touching, tasting, are in Thee deceived. How says trusty
hearing? That shall be believed...
All the great saints have revered this sacrament, this everlasting gift of
Christ. It is the living sign, the very core of our faith – God is here. God is
with us.

On the cross Thy godhead made no sign to men. Here Thy very
manhood steals from human ken. Both are my confession, both
are my belief…
Both God and Man beneath the outward form of bread… How can our
limited human understanding ever fully grasp the breadth, the height
and depth of God’s love for his creatures?

The Eucharist is a sign of God’s presence. And the priests – through whose
hands the Mystery is made present – are vital. Without them there can be
no living Eucharistic presence of Christ. God comes to us through the sacrament. Every 22 seconds, somewhere in the world, Mass is oﬀered on behalf
of one of ACN’s benefactors. It is a gift of life, in as sense that is twofold.
Firstly, for the faithful, who are thereby united with the Lord it leads to divinization, as the great mystic Saint John of the Cross calls it, our partaking
in the very nature of God. Secondly for the priest who calls down from
heaven the Bread of Eternal Life that feeds souls, at the same time it allows
him to receive the bread of earthly life that feeds stomachs – thanks
to the benefactor’s Mass Oﬀerings. Often this is the only financial support priests receive. Thanks to our benefactors, we
are able to support one priest in every 10 worldwide.
Thank you for your solidarity that allows the miracle of
the Eucharist to be oﬀered all over the world.

En cas de surplus, votre don ira à un projet similaire permettant de poursuivre le travail pastoral de l’AED.
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Thomas
Heine-Geldern,
Executive President,
ACN (International)

Dear Friends,

This column gives me the regular opportunity of thanking you most warmly
on behalf of our project partners and so
strengthen the bridge of love and faith
between our benefactors and the
suﬀering Church. However, today I am
also taking the liberty of asking something of you as well!
No, this is not another appeal for
money.
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It was encouraging and gratifying to
have ACN’s work recognized at the
highest level. On the Solemnity of
the Assumption, Pope Francis
blessed 6,000 rosaries at the request of ACN. This happened during
the Angelus in St Peter’s Square.
The Rosaries are destined for Syrian
Christians who have lost loved ones during the war yet still remain in their
country – thanks in no small part to your own generous support. The photo
shows the Holy Father examining one of the rosaries presented to him by
ACN (International)’s executive president Thomas Heine-Geldern. Syria’s
Christians now face new battles, fighting to rebuild and praying for peace.

Send your donation to: Aid to the Church in Need (Canada) Inc.
P.O. Box 670, Stn. H, Montreal, QC H3G 2M6
(514) 932–0552 – 1–800–585–6333
Website: www.acn-canada.org – email: info@acn-canada.org
Registration number 13036 2593 RR0001
Please indicate your benefactor
number in your correspondence.
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Instead my request is much more about
your involvement in the mission, and
quite specifically the mission to our fellow men and women in our own home
countries. All of us, whether benefactors, volunteers or full-time employees
of ACN, or friends of the charity, are
called to bear witness in our own environment to Jesus and his Gospel message. I am convinced that we can
ultimately only help our oppressed
Christian brethren if we always try to
reveal God and his loving plan of salvation to others by our own personal example.
It is not a matter of seeking to impose
our faith on others but rather of radiating the faith in such a way that those
around us may find the courage to give
it a chance for themselves.
Let us work together to awaken their interest in God! This is my request to you.
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