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Dear donors,
It is fair to say that we can easily use the words “daring” and “good”
to describe the women religious of today. Around the world, more
than 600,000 women give their lives to the one who can do all things.
They carry God, the one who loves so abundantly, in their hearts and
wherever they work. They make God visible for the well-being of all,
and know how to share this love without limits!
In this magazine, something new for our office, you will discover
several examples of dedicated sisters. I hope they are a great source
of inspiration for you.
“In the heart of the Church, I will be love,” wrote Thérèse of the Child
Jesus, saint and doctor of the Church. Today more than ever, through
these portraits of women who give selflessly, I would like to share the
same spirit of what the young Carmelite of Lisieux carried at her very
core.
Every time Sisters do good things, there is a little less cynicism,
discouragement and despair in our Church and on the planet. Every
time they do good, there is a little more courage, joy and healing,
which makes the Church and the world better.
Today, they are writing pages of Church history with this loving
dedication that defines them. And each time you have supported
projects created by religious Sisters, some of this loving dedication
spills over onto our planet.

•

A generator for Carmelites in
the Jalingo diocese in Nigeria

•

Support for the construction of
a cathedral in the diocese of Jos,
Nigeria

MIDDLE EAST
•

Help for priests in Asyut, Egypt

ASIA
•

Support for the pastoral work
in the diocese of Wabag, Papua
New Guinea

•

Summer school for catechists in
the Xuan Loc diocese, Vietnam

LATIN AMERICA
•

Helping missionary Sisters in
Guadeloupe of Christ the King
make needed renovations, in
the diocese of Verapaz Coban,
Guatemala.

Thank you again, and may we give thanks to God for these Sisters!

Marie-Claude Lalonde
National Director

GRAPHIC DESIGN: FRANÇOIS SYBILLE

Recommend a Friend!
You enjoy our publications and value the work of Aid to the Church in Need (ACN)? Recommend
ACN to a friend or family member. They can sign up for our weekly newsletter at any time
on our website www.acn-canada.org or to receive our information by e-mail by writing to
info@acn-canada.org. Subscribing is also possible by phone at 1 (800) 585-6333.
It doesn’t cost a thing, but it helps a great deal!
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This phrase from the book of the
prophet Hosea (2:19) inspires Sister
Cécile. This Pallottine Sister lives in a
neighbourhood called Masaka in Kigali,
the capital of Rwanda. At an altitude of
more than 1,500 metres, she gives basic
care to the poorest of people. And above
all, she gives a lot of love!

“I could have given my life in various ways, such
as having a family, having children. But having no
limits in my love for everyone is what makes me
happy. I feel free to help and to love all people; my
family is the whole community!”

The Sisters of Masaka are versatile and can respond
to almost any need. Some of them are responsible
for a health centre, others teach in primary or
secondary schools, while others run a daycare
centre. Finally, some visit the elderly and the very
poor in their homes, bringing the Eucharist directly
to people who cannot get to Mass. “Our biggest
challenges are meeting all the needs, because we
have nothing to give them.”

© PIOTR WOLSKI / ACN

The superior of the Masaka community is Sister
Bellancilla. She mentions that young women
who see the Sisters working are attracted by
their charism. “When these young women see us
working, they notice that the work is very hard,
but also that the Sisters are always happy.”
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Nothing? Sister Bellancilla believes
instead that these young women
already carry within them what is
needed. “Love one another: that
is the most important thing. If we
had loved one another as Jesus did,
our country would not have been
at war.” She points out that the
Rwandan genocide continues to have
terrible repercussions for the people
of that country. “Since the genocide,
men have grown up as orphans, with
no family or education. They are
affected by the traumas they have
experienced. They are married, but
they don’t know what to do when
they have to solve their problems.”
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Fortunately, the Pallottines care for
the children of these families, in
addition to caring for the parents
by supporting them, including
psychologically. “Forgiveness and
reconciliation are still important.
The Church continues to organize
support programs to help people in
this area that is still a key part of
their life.”
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The stories told by all those who are
supported by the sisters don’t lie:
“They are essential to the life of an
entire neighbourhood in Kigali,” says
a woman named Mkasumi. “There
is another hospital that is not too far
away where they could treat us, but
they don’t take care of us… There are
two things: medical care, but also the
human aspect, which is the Christian
aspect of love.”

© PIOTR WOLSKI / ACN

A man in a wheelchair also wants to
present the bouquet of flowers he carries
in his heart for those who, every day, love
with a love that is greater than themselves.
“I don’t know if I could survive without the
Sisters. They help me in every way: finding
a house, going to the hospital, taking my
children to school, and ensuring we have
something to eat… I would probably die
without them.”

© PIOTR WOLSKI / ACN

VIDEO LINK: acn-canada.org/videos/

This man speaks glowingly about donors
to Aid to the Church in Need: “I wish to
thank them for all the help they provide
to the Pallottine Sisters, as their support
is crucial for every one of us.”
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“

PERU

”

Madre, do you love me?
“My name is Graciana. I am 28 years old, I come from Piura in Peru.
Piura is located on the north coast of the country, in a very hot region.” 

Sister Graciana is a member of the
Congregation of Missionaries of Jesus
Word and Victim, a community founded
in South America. She and her Sisters are
strong and resilient. They can walk for
hours and hours to bring the Eucharist
to the elderly or the sick in the Peruvian
mountains. Some of them travel to distant
villages by donkey or on horseback, while
others ford rivers. In short, they have no
fear and are convinced that, despite the
suffering they endure to bring the Word
and the sacraments to others, they will find
joy there, at the end of the journey.

© MIROSLAVW PIOTR WOLSKI / ACN

Sister Graciana went through several
periods of doubt and confusion before
finally hearing the call to live fully her
vocation as a disciple of Christ. During a
parish retreat, the priest quoted this wellknown Gospel passage: “Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Mt 28:19).
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“For me, this text was more than a response.
I said to myself: ‘The Sisters at my school
do not baptize; they don’t go out and
preach the Gospel. So where should I go?’
None of the congregations I was introduced
to during this retreat had a missionary
vocation. I remained calm, thinking that
something would come along. And then
the Sisters from my congregation came
to my house. ‘That’s it,’ I said to myself.
‘That’s the one for me!’”

© MIROSLAVW PIOTR WOLSKI / ACN

One day, Sister Graciana – whom some people call
Madrecità (dear mother) – needed to discipline a
band of little boys she was training to become
choir boys, especially the leader of the pack… “I
prepared myself spiritually and called them over.
First, the leader:
‘What you did wasn’t good. I love you, but I won’t
let you do that again,’ I told him.
He turned to me and said: ‘Madre, do you love me?’
‘Of course I love you!’ I replied.
He hugged me and said: ‘My mother has never
told me she loved me.’
That disarmed me. I lost all desire to punish him.”
The little boy walked away, and never again did
he try to cause trouble.
“That made me realize the importance of having
a loving mother.”

© MIROSLAVW PIOTR WOLSKI / ACN

After five years of preparation, the young
missionary could finally go and pursue one of the
goals of the community: to go and meet families
in need of the missionaries’ smiles and joy to
soothe their troubles and give them a bit of a
reprieve. Life is not easy in the countryside, and
the children are sometimes forgotten because of
the difficulties their parents are experiencing,
where the soul is burdened by the lack of support.

VIDEO LINK: acn-canada.org/videos/
Aid to the Church in Need has supported
this unique and vibrant community
of brave and dedicated Sisters on
several occasions – sometimes by
supporting livelihoods and sometimes
providing funds to purchase means of
transportation that are suitable for the
mountains, such as horses and donkeys.
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KAZAKHSTAN

Serving the children
She witnessed communism. Her father, a devout Catholic, was threatened by the KGB,
an agency set up in communist regimes for spying and strict and senseless monitoring.
At that time, the massive territory that today is Kazakhstan was part of the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR).

In 1991, when this country became independent,
faith flourished once more. What a joy for
Catholics to regain the right to practise their
faith and to pray freely!
Although her father had never spoken to her
about his Christian faith during the communist
era, Sister Vera found God. “In 1990, after
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Perestroika,” she says, “a priest came to our
town for the first time to celebrate Mass,
and he invited us to come. During this Mass,
which was celebrated in Polish, we helped him
with Russian, which he spoke with difficulty.
Gradually, we found the path to God. At age
15, I received communion for the first time on
Christmas Day. What a gift!”

© EWA MYSLIWIECZSKRZEC / ACN
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She also mentions that, although these women
were not married and didn’t have children, they
were happy! “That is when I began to think for
the first time about entering the community
and living like them.” Despite the difficulties
and the great existential questions she faced
during her formation, Sister Vera became a
religious.

VIDEO LINK: acn-canada.org/videos/
One day, members of the Congregation of the Sisters of
the Immaculate Conception came to the town where
Sister Vera lived. “It was the first time I had met any
religious Sisters, and I liked them very much, because
they radiated so much joy. They were totally different
from what our teachers from the communist regime
had said about them. Our teachers described believers
as being extremely narrow-minded and ignorant.”

With joy, she learned that she could go and
work with poor and abandoned children in
Kapchagay. “When I was just 12 years old
and didn’t go to church yet, I had already
thought of dedicating my life to abandoned
children. I understood that in finding Jesus and
in committing myself to my vocation, I was
answering a call that had always been within
me, and from now on I had the opportunity
to dedicate myself to it: I learned that it was
actually my vocation within my vocation as a
religious.”
Just as it did for Sister Vera, Aid to the
Church in Need (ACN) has supported and
continues to support the Sisters of the
Immaculate Conception of the Mother of
God in Kapchagay in the changes they are
making both to their home and their chapel,
so as to better facilitate their mission.
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VENEZUELA

Humiliated
for Christ
Bishop Raul Castillo of the diocese of La
Guaira, Venezuela, loves to tell the story
of a religious sister who has become for
him an example of courage, self-sacrifice
and unconditional love. A member of the
Congregation of the Little Sisters of the
Poor, this woman, whose name the bishop
does not reveal out of respect, collects
donations for the poorest.
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One day, she found herself face to face with one
of the well-known enemies of the Church who
lives in that city. As she held out her hand to
him, he spit in her face with a mocking laugh.
After a brief silence, she wiped her face and
said to him:
“That spitting was for me. Now will you give me
something for the poor?”
After suddenly realizing the true intention of
this woman of God whom he despised because
she was a member of the Church, the man saw
his cruel laughter become empty laughter that
in turn revealed in his face… his shame.
As a consecrated woman, she had taken a vow
of poverty. As the charism of her community
called her to do, she was tangibly acting as a
little sister of the poor. She is connected to these
women, men and children to whom the sisters
dedicate all the love the Holy Trinity gives them
so abundantly. Don’t you need love to spend
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time every day with those whom life grinds down
and who often have lost all hope in the future?
The man who spit at her had stopped laughing.
His expression was frozen and he looked at the
sister with big eyes, asking her forgiveness. Then
he took something out of his pocket and gave it to
her for her poorest brothers and sisters.
Bishop Castillo always emphasizes that you need
a lot of courage to set aside your own dignity to
beg for people you don’t know.
Every year, Aid to the Church in Need supports
hundreds of communities of religious women
who bring hope and renewal each day to the
hearts of the world’s poorest. Without these
women who espouse Christ to stay close to
the poorest of the poor, many people who
experience nearly unbearable misery would
leave this world never having felt even a little
hope and joy.
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so as to support our poor and persecuted brothers and sisters

Thank you for helping them!

© HÉLÈNE POISS
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To learn more, please call:

1 800 585-6333

Our volunteers contribute
an important apostolate!

Aid to the Church in Need
P.O. Box. 670, Station H
Montreal, QC H3G 2M6
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